PARRIS N. GLENDENING, Governor

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article 27 -~ Crimes and Punishments
Section 728(b)
Annotated Code of Maryland
{1996 Replacement Volume and 1997 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

. Article 27 - Crimes and Punishments
728.

{b) Whenever a law enforcement officer is under investigation or subjected to
interrogation by a law enforcement agency, for any reason which could lead to
disciplinary action, demotion or dismissal, the investigation or interrogation shall be
conducted under the following conditions:

(1) The interrogation shall be conducted at a reasonable hour, preferably
at a time when the law enforcement officer is on duty, unless the seriousness of the
investigation is of such a degree that an immediate interrogation is required.

(2) The interrogation shall take place either at the office of the command
of the investigating officer or at the office of the local precinct or police unit in which
the incident allegedly occurred, as designated by the investigating officer, unless
otherwise waived by the law enforcement officer, or at any other reasonable and
appropriate place.

(3) The law enforcement officer under investigation shall be informed of
the name, rank, and command of the officer in charge of the investigation, the
interrogating officer, and all persons present during the interrogation. All questions
directed to the officer under interrogation shall be asked by and through one
interrogator during any one interrogating session consistent with the provisions of
subsection (b)(6) of this section.

(4) A complaint against a law enforcement officer, alleging brutality in
the execution of his duties, may not be investigated unless the complaint be duly
sworn to by the aggrieved person, a member of the aggrieved person’s immediate
family, or by any person with firsthand knowledge obtained as a result of the presence
at and observation of the alleged incident, or by the parent or guardian in the case of
a minor child before an official authorized to administer caths. An investigation
which could lead to disciplinary action under this subtitle for brutality may not be
initiated and an action may not be taken unless the complaint is filed within 90 days
of the alleged brutality.

(5) () The law enforcement officer under investigation shall be
informed in writing of the nature of the investigation prior to any interrogation.

(ii) Upon completion of the investigation, the law enforcement
officer shall be notified of the name of any witness and all charges and specifications
against the officer not less than 10 days prior to any hearing,

- 1905 -




